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light; such as cooking-places in ships, and floating batteries,
the parapets of which would be proof against red-hot bullets."

Besides the ordinary bricks referred to, perforated 'bricks,
glazed bricks, waterproof "bricks, and other ingenious modi-
fications have from time to time been introduced, all more
or less possessing some features of apparent advantage.

Fire-bricks, which are much employed for lining furnaces,
retort-stoves, and all fireplaces subjected to great heat, are
made from a refractory clay found in the neighbourhood
of Stourbridge in Staffordshire. Crucibles for melting
metals are also made from the same material.

EMERY-WHEELS.

There is no tool of more general use in a workshop or
manufactory than a solid emery-wheel, and perhaps there
is no tool so little understood.

If we may judge by the manner in which these wheels
are sometimes mounted and used in workshops, the popular
idea would seem to be, not only among ordinary, but good
mechanics, that anything would do for an emery-wheel, so
long as it was made to revolve at a high rate of speed,
and the wheel able to stand any amount of abuse; to this
fact is probably due many of the accidents from bursting
of the wheels and other sources of annoyance and danger.

While it may be true that an emery-wheel carelessly
mounted and improperly used may be useful and lucrative
to a certain extent, it is also true that if it were mounted
in a proper manner, and used with the care and attention
given to any other tool, it would be far more useful and
profitable.

The first requisite to the proper running of an emery-